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Under this Conflitution then, a double or virtual Reprefentation may be yes.
fonably fuppofed.—The Eleftors, who are infeparably conneted in thej;
Intere{is with the Non-EleCtors, may be juftly deemed to be the Reprefen.
tatives of thc Non-Eleftors, at the l)::mc Time They exercife their perfony
Privilege in their Right of Election, and the Members chofen, therefore,
the Reprefentatives of both. This is the only rational Explanation of th
Expreflion, virtual Reprefentation.  None has been advanced by the Afferton
of it, and their Meaning can only be inferred from the Inftances, by whic
They endeavour to elucidate it, and no other Meaning can be ftated, 1
which the Inflances apply.

It is an effential Principle of the Englip Conftitution, that the Subjeg
fhall not be taxed without his Confent,) which hath not been introduce by
any particular Law, but ncceffarily rcflults from the Nature of that mixel
Government ; “for, without it, the Order of Democracy could not exjft,

* Parliaments werc not formerly fo regular in Point of Form as they now
are. Even the Number of Knights for cach Shire were not afcertained,
The firft Writs now exrant for their Choice, are 22¢ Edward I, by which,
Two, as at this Day, wegg dire@ed to be chofen for each County ; but the
King not being fatisﬁcﬁvith that Number, other Writs were iflued for
chufing Two more.  This difcretionary Power bcin% thought inconvenient,
was afterwards reftrained by the Statutes of Richard 11, Henry 1V, and fub-
fequent Acts.

In earlier Times there was moie Simplicity in the Rules of Government,
and Men were more folicitous about the Effentials, than the Forms of it,
When the Confent of thofe who were to perform, or pay any Thing extrs-
feydal, was fairly applied for and obtained‘: the Manner was little regarded;
but, as the People had reafon to be jealous of Defigns to impofe Contriby-
tions upon T hem without their Confent, it was thought expcdient to hayg
Formalities regulated, and fixed, to prevent this Injury to their Rights, not
to deftroy a Principle, without which, They could not be faid to have any
Rights at all.

Before the Introdu@ion of thofe Formalitics, which were framed witha
View to reftrain the Excurfions of Power, and ta fecure the Privileges of
the Subject, as the Mode of Proceeding was more fimple, fo perhaps this
Foundation of Confeat was more vifible than it is at prefent, wherefoye it

* Sec Treat, Peerage.

may



